REMARKS 



By the foregoing Amendment, Claims 1-5 and 8 have been amended. Favorable 
reconsideration of the application is respectfully requested. 

Claims 1-35 were rejected under 35 U.S.C. §102(b) on the grounds of anticipation 
by Olson et al., which discloses a portable automated extemal defibrillator (AED) with a 
processor 74 that performs self-tests when the lid is opened, tuming the unit on, when the 
lid is closed following operation of the AED, daily at a predetermined time each day, and 
weekly. A diagnostic display panel light 38 is illuminated by the processor if faults are 
detected during the lid opened test, and a maintenance indicator 20 is switched to its 
maintenance required state if faults are identified during the lid closed tests. Claim 1 has 
been amended to recite "wherein the second processor is programmed to control the 
visual indicator to continually indicate a status of the defibrillator when the defibrillator 
is on and when the defibrillator is off in response to the periodic test result, such that 
failure of said visual indicator to indicate a status of the defibrillator indicates an error 
condition." Claim 8 similarly has been amended to recite "wherein the processor is 
programmed to control the visual indicator to continually indicate a status of the 
defibrillator when the defibrillator is on and when the defibrillator is off in response to 
the results of the operation monitoring, such that failure of said visual indicator to 
indicate a status of the defibrillator indicates an error condition." 

It is respectfully submitted that Olson et al. does not teach, disclose or suggest 
controlling a visual indicator to continually indicate a status of the defibrillator when the 
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defibrillator is on and when the defibrillator is off in response to the results of the 
operation monitoring, as is claimed. As is discussed in the specification at page 9, lines 
20-29, and page 10, line 26, to page 1 1, line 5, even when the AED is off, the PIC 16 
causes the active status indicator to indicate the status of the AED, so that an error 
condition is indicated if the active status indicator is off. In Olson et al., inactivity of a 
maintenance or diagnosis indicator provides no clear indication of presence or absence of 
a fault, since inactivity of the indicator could be due to a failure of the indicator itself 
However, in the present invention, an indication of the status of the AED is normally 
continually provided by the visual indicator whether or not the AED is on or off, so that 
inactivity of the visual indicator is itself an indication of an error condition. It is 
therefore respectfully submitted that Claims 1-35 are novel and inventive over Olson et 
al., and that the rejection of Claims 1-35 on the grounds of anticipation by Olson et al. 
should be withdrawn. 

The Examiner indicated that as to Claims 2-5, the recitation "adapted to" perform 
a function is not a positive limitation but only requires the ability to so perform, and 
Claims 2-5 have accordingly been amended to positively recite "the visual indicator 
presents" a color indication. 

Applicant has reviewed the additional prior art made of record and not relied upon, 
and it is believed that the additional prior art made of record and not relied upon is no 
more pertinent than the reference actually applied. It is noted that Patent No. 6,955,864 
has a filing date of September 21, 2001, and that the present application claims the 
priority date of September 21, 2001. 
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In light of the foregoing amendments and remarks, it is respectfully submitted that 
the application should now be in condition for allowance, and an early favorable action in 
this regard is respectfully requested. 
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Respectfully submitted, 
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